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" Strike? The venerable Guild of Thieves........

strike......!" Weng Kuo mumbled. " But you should

at least have waited till I had the purse of that fat
man/'

The other shook his head.

"Strike was already proclaimed," he said, "We
have to keep discipline."

For three days there was no stealing,
pickpocketing and begging in Shanghai. The Guild of
Thieves and the Guild of Beggars adhered to the
general strike. The violent indignation of the masses
which found its expression in this strike kept without
exception by all classes of the people, frightened
Government into withdrawing their signature from
the agreement with Japan. The Japanese suffered a
serious setback. This was the beginning of the anti-
Japanese national demonstrations which later led to
the anti-Japanese boycott.